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Our mission is to continue
to be an organization always
indispensable to developing countries.

As we begin 2010

Yoshikuni INOUE, PREX Chairman

I wish everyone a Happy New Year.

PREX will mark its 20th anniversary in April
of this year. By the end of March 2010, the total
number of seminar participants is expected to
exceed 13,000 and the number of countries and
regions involved in seminars is forecast to be
124. In addition, PREX alumni associations operate in 13 countries and re-
gions.

The number of staff members sent to PREX Secretariat from private com-
panies in the Kansai region totals 71 (from 19 companies). Everyone has un-
ceasingly imparted new wisdom and abilities for the benefit of PREX’s ac-
tivities.

During these past 20 years, PREX has accumulated expertise that ranges
across many fields required for human-resource development in developing
countries. In addition, we have constructed valuable human networks. Yet at
the same time, the environment in which PREX operates is experiencing on-
going changes. The biggest issue for PREX’s future development will be the
challenge of coming up with new approaches that respond to the changes of
our times, rather than just relying on the experiences of the past.

Therefore it will be necessary to: 1) strengthen planning and proposal ac-
tivities, making most use of domestic and overseas networks; 2) work in new
themes that include environmental issues and support for foreign students;
3) strengthen functions to serve as Kansai’s international cooperation plat-
form and further utilize various types of human resources that include people
with seniority; 4) further strengthen networks with PREX alumni members
and ex-participants who have returned to their home countries; 5) establish a
foundation of independent business enterprises amid the severe fund-opera-
tion environment, among other things.

The Hatoyama administration of the Democratic Party of Japan was
formed as the result of the general election in August last year. The new ad-
ministration’s ODA policies have not been clarified. Yet even so, it is taking
an Asia-oriented stance, such as publishing its conception of an “East Asian
Community.” Whatever transpires, the importance of human-resource devel-
opment in developing countries will continue to grow, and this year marks an
ideal opportunity for PREX to boast of its existence. PREX will continue to
support the training of mid-level managers in developing countries and con-
tinue its activities based on the fundamental principle of activating Kansai’s
international exchanges through seminars.

Our “20th Anniversary Events” are now being considered, mainly by the
Secretariat. As the content of these activities will be conveyed in due time as
a single package to the concerned parties, | humbly ask for everyone’s vigor-
ous and enthusiastic participation.

In addition, this foundation plans to make an application in autumn of this
year to have itself transformed into a public interest incorporated foundation
based on the new public-interest corporation system. Accordingly, we plan
to conduct a thorough review of the structure of the board of directors and
the trustees and of the relative numbers involved.

I abide by the sentiment behind, “The
mission of PREX is to continue to be an or-
ganization always indispensable to devel-
oping countries and Kansai,” and I will
continue making efforts with all staff ;
members working together. I hope for ev-  © "
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News & Reports )

Seminar Participants a Bridge Between Developing Countries and

[Seminar on Small & Medium Enterprise Development Policies]

PREX marks its 20th anniversary in April of this year. As of November, it had im-
plemented a total of 436 seminars, involving 12,555 participants from 124 countries

and regions.

Taking part in the “Seminar on Small & Medium Enterprise Development Poli-
cies,” which was commissioned by JICA Osaka and implemented June 1-26 2009,
were 10 public-sector officials and others from 10 countries who are involved in
small and medium-sized enterprise promotion. We asked participants to give their
impressions while in Japan on the country and its people.

Ms. POY Rathany

Government official,
Department of Small
Industry and Handicrafts,
Ministry of Industry,
Mines and Energy (MIME)

Japan is a developed country and is
very clean. I also got the feeling that Jap-
anese people are diligent and respect
each other. I was left with the strong im-
pression that they carry out their work
with much care. We have world historic
sites in Cambodia like Angkor Wat, and I
would like to
see more peo-
ple from Japan
come here for
tourism.

Cambodia

Land area: 181,000 km?

Population: 13.4 million

Major language:
Cambodian

Ms. Tserennadmid
BAYARAA

Officer,

Small and Medium
Enterprise and National
Industrialization
Promotion Division, Mongolian National
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

I got the impression that Japan is struc-
tured by a partnership of the government
and the people, involving such things as
links between public institutions and pri-
vate enterprise. [ was surprised by the de-
velopment of traffic facilities. I was im-
pressed how arrangements had been well
thought-out for every eventuality and that
things progress according to plan. I was
able to make friends from not only Japan
also from among the participants from a
variety of different countries. I was able
to learn about
the policies and

Mongolia
Land area: 1,564,000 km?

cultures Ofvari— Population: 2.7 million
ous countries of | Major language:
the world. Mongolian
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Mr. Jean Marie
Louis BADGA

Sub Director,

Small and Medium
Enterprises Department,
Ministry of SME’s, Social
Economy and Handicrafts

I actually went to Japan and was able to
figure out its secret of success. Japanese
people are very diligent, and I got the im-
pression there is patriotism and that the
working people love their country. I fig-
ured out that Japanese people like coffee, so
exporting cof-

fee might be a | Cameroon i
good idea Land area: 475,00(_) I_(m

’ Population: 18.9 million
Major languages: French,
English

Ms. Maria Carolina
MORENO
DROGUETT

Adviser,

Small and Medium
Enterprises Division,
Ministry of Economy

Japan is a wonderful country where
things run on time and plans proceed pre-
cisely. The Japanese people are very nice.
For example, in the subway, people hel-
ped me even though they couldn’t under-
stand my language. Japan’s secret of suc-
cess seems to be in its “people.” I got a
real sense that Japan’s reconstruction and
development, 64 years after the dropping
of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, is in its
people. It isn’t easy to change people’s
consciousness
but I get the
feeling that it
can be done.

Chile

Land area: 756,000 km?

Population: 16.59 million
Major language: Spanish
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Mr. Edo CETINA

Professional
Collaborator, Istrian
Development Agency

Japan is a country of abundant nature.
When you go to the countryside, the
greenery and mountains are beautiful.
Japanese people are courteous. They al-
ways meet you with a smile on their
faces. There are many things to eat in Ja-
pan. During my time there, I was able to
enjoy tempura, sukiyaki, soba and other
Japanese dishes. In addition, Japanese
products are of high quality, and I'd like to
continue using Japanese-made cars and
electric appli-
ances in the

Croatia

future. Land area: 56,000 km?
Population: 4.436 million
Major language: Croatian
Mr. Nelson
Antonio
ALFARO CEA

Specialist in Quality and
Productivity, Quality and
Technology Unit, Ministry
of Economy

I would like to give 10 of my thoughts
concerning Japan, Japanese people and
my stay in Japan. 1. The development of
technology, and in particular of traffic
systems, is fantastic. 2. Courtesy. 3. The
establishment of social harmony. 4. Mu-
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Course planner, International
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